Cytologic diagnosis of lung cancer. Principles and problems.
This diagnostic seminar discusses the current status of the principles and problems of cytology as it is applied to the diagnosis of lung cancer. This discussion is divided into four major parts. Part I presents a discussion of cytopreparatory techniques and cytology of the lung in the absence of cancer. The cytology of benign proliferations which may mimic cancer is emphasized. The role of cytology in the diagnosis of pulmonary infectious organisms is noted. Part II discusses lung cancer as manifested in specimens of sputum, bronchial washings, and bronchial brushings. Part III presents some data on the validity of cytology with respect to role of specimen number and type in lung cancer diagnosis and cell typing in lung cancer. The continued usefulness and importance of multiple specimens of sputum for lung cancer diagnosis are documented. Part IV presents a brief synopsis of fine needle aspiration biopsy of lung cancer.